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replaced by Paulucci who was still more urgent,
sending bulletins to Yorck of Napoleon's succes-
sive disasters and representing to him how easily
now Prussia might become the arbiter of Europe
and Yorck himself the liberator of his fatherland.

When Macdonald on December i8th began a
retreat to the Niemen the Russians managed to
segregate Yorck's column and kept renewing their
efforts to win him. He sent an emissary to the
King to ask for instructions but received no
satisfactory answer. The golden moments were
flying. Had he remained on the side of the
French he might possibly have kept the Russians
in check for awhile, but they would have been sure
then to take vengeance on Prussia before the
popular uprising which Stein and Scharnhorst
were planning could come into effect.

Yorck finally yielded. He sent a message to the
Russian general, Diebitsch, to the effect that he
was ready to abandon the French and their cause
and appointed a meeting with the general for the
next day. An attempt was later made to prove
that Yorck had acted according to secret orders
from the King and a man, Major Wrangel, came
forward with the assertion that he personally had
brought those orders. But WrangeVs narrative
will not bear criticism, and Yorck undoubtedly
acted on his own responsibility. He notified
the King of what he had done and expressed his
own willingness to die should he have failed in his
duty as a subject and a true Prussian. He is